Peripheral arterial embolectomy, risks and results.
Embolectomy of the extremities was performed on 221 patients (263 emboli) with median age 77 years. The upper extremity was affected in 21% of cases. No correlation was found between the time from onset of symptoms to embolectomy and the amputation rate. There were 81 deaths (37%) within a month of operation. The mortality rate was significantly higher (47%) among the patients who were already in hospital when embolism occurred and also when the embolism was associated with myocardial infarction (68%). Among patients given oral anticoagulants postoperatively the perioperative mortality was 5%, compared with 51% without such medication. Patient age, concomitant coronary artery disease and oral anticoagulant treatment were factors independently influencing morbidity during the first postoperative month. The 5-year survival rate was also significantly heightened by anticoagulant treatment (43 vs. 12%). Data concerning amputation rate, perioperative mortality and long-term survival in relation to oral anticoagulant treatment must be cautiously interpreted. Prospective trials are required to answer some of the questions.